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ESSAY  IV.

TEE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

THE Constitution of the United States of America
is much the most important political instrument of
modern times. The country, whose destimps it con-
trols and directs, has this special characteristic, that
all the territories into which its already (teeming
population overflows are so placed, that 'political
institutions of the same type can be established in
every part of them. The British Empire contains a
much larger population, but its portions lie far apart
from one another, divided by long stretches} of sea,
and it is impossible to apply the popular government
of the British Islands to all of them, and to none of
them can it be applied without considerable modifi-
cations. Russia has something like the compactness
of the United States, and her population is at present
more numerous, although her numbers seem likely to
be overtaken in no long time by those included in the
American Federation. All the Russian Empire is
nominally governed through the sole authority bf the